
Summer Reading List 2014
Titles available in-store or online at brazosbookstore.com

For readers age 6 and Up

†THE MINIATURE WORLD OF MARVIN AND JAMES, Elise Broach ($15.99, hardcover)
James is going on vacation for a week but his best friend Marvin the beetle has to stay at home. Without James 
to keep him company, Marvin has to play with his annoying cousin Elaine. Marvin and Elaine quickly find 
themselves getting into all sorts of trouble–even getting trapped inside a pencil sharpener! Marvin misses James 
and starts to worry about their friendship. Will James still be Marvin’s friend when he gets home?

†RISE OF THE BALLOON GOONS, Troy Cummings ($4.99, paperback)
Alexander has just moved into Stermont, but the elementary school’s being torn down, his new classroom’s 
located in the hospital morgue, a notebook he finds is full of information about monsters–and everywhere he 
turns there are spooky balloon men determined to attack him. This lighthearted and funny book combines text 
with illustrations and is perfect for new and reluctant readers. 

HIDDEN, Loic Dauvillier ($16.99, hardcover)
In this gentle, poetic young graphic novel, Dounia tells her granddaughter a story even her son has never heard: 
as a young Jewish girl in Paris, she was hidden from the Nazis by a series of neighbors and friends who risked 
their lives to keep her safe when her parents were taken to concentration camps. Gentle and approachable, this 
book is a fantastic piece of historical fiction for kids of all ages.

†MERCY WATSON BOXED SET, Kate DiCamillo ($29.99, 6 paperbacks)
The first six books in Kate DiCamillo’s hit series about Mercy Watson, a pig who is anything but ordinary.  She 
likes to eat buttered toast, sleep in a human bed, and go on all kinds of crazy adventures. These stories will 
excite young readers with their whimsy, delightful illustrations and lovable characters! 

ODDFELLOW’S ORPHANAGE, Emily Winfield Martin ($7.99, paperback)
What do an onion-headed boy, a child-sized hedgehog, and a tattooed girl have in common? They are all 
orphans at Oddfellow’s Orphanage!  The story follows a new orphan Delia as she discovers the delights of her 
new home. From classes in Cryptozoology and Fairy Tale Studies to adventures at the circus, from Annual Hair 
Cutting Day to a sea monster-sighting field trip, things at Oddfellow’s are anything but ordinary. 

For readers age 8 and Up

†THE FORBIDDEN STONE, Tony Abbott ($16.99, hardcover)
The gripping first installment of a brand-new series by prolific children’s author Tony Abbott. Wade, Lily, Dar-
rell, and Becca leave their home in Austin, Texas to go on a global adventure to decipher the mysteries of their 
Uncle Heinrich’s map and save a priceless artifact from falling into the wrong hands.

* HAISLN (Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network) recommended title for 2014-2015
† Series  



*THE LAURA LINE, Crystal Allen ($16.99, hardcover)
Thirteen-year-old Laura Dyson wants two things in life: to be accepted by her classmates and noticed by ultra-
cute baseball star Troy Bailey. But everyone at school makes fun of her for being overweight, and Troy won’t 
give her a second glance. But when a school assignment forces Laura to learn the history of the slave shack on 
her grandmother’s property, and she discovers she comes from a line of strong African-American women and 
finds the self-esteem she’s been missing.

THE BATTLE OF DARCY LANE, Tara Altebrando ($14.95, hardcover)
It’s the first day of summer and with a new girl on the block, Julia and Taylor’s friendship just isn’t what it used 
to be. Experience Julia’s confusion at the other girls’ mean behavior, her innocent crush on the boy around the 
corner, and the tension she feels between the things she loved as a child and mysterious grown-up things that 
she knows she “should” like. This is Judy Blume for a new generation!

*THE TRUE BLUE SCOUTS OF SUGAR MAN SWAMP, Karen Appelt ($7.99, paperback avail. 5/20/14)
Raccoon brothers Bingo and J’miah are the newest recruits of the Official Sugar Man Swamp Scouts. The 
opportunity to serve the Sugar Man—the massive creature who delights in delicious sugar cane and magnani-
mously rules over the swamp—is an honor, and also a big responsibility, since the rest of the swamp critters rely 
heavily on the intel of these hardworking Scouts.

*†THE PENDERWICKS, Jeanne Birdsall ($7.99, paperback)
This summer the Penderwick sisters have a wonderful surprise: a holiday on the grounds of a beautiful estate 
called Arundel. Soon they are busy discovering the summertime magic of Arundel’s sprawling gardens, treasure-
filled attic, tame rabbits, and the cook who makes the best gingerbread in Massachusetts. But the best discovery 
of all is Jeffrey Tifton, son of Arundel’s owner, who quickly proves to be the perfect companion for their adven-
tures. The first in a series.

†SCHOOL FOR GOOD AND EVIL 2: A WORLD WITHOUT PRINCES, Soman Chainani ($16.99, hardcover)
When best friends Sophie and Agatha return to a fairy tale world, they find that old enemies are no longer 
fighting, but a war begins to brew as an enemy arises from within. The sequel to the bestselling SCHOOL FOR 
GOOD AND EVIL. 

*THE GREAT UNEXPECTED, Sharon Creech ($6.99, paperback)
Humorous and heartfelt, this is a story of pairs–of Sybil and Nula (now estranged sisters who grew up together 
in Ireland), Naomi and Lizzie (both orphans in present-day USA)–and unraveling mysteries of family and iden-
tity. With Newbery Medal-winner Sharon Creech, you can’t go wrong!

UNDER THE EGG, Laura Marx Fitzgerald ($16.99, hardcover)
When Theodora Tenpenny spills a bottle of rubbing alcohol on her late grandfather’s painting, she discovers 
what appears to be an old Renaissance masterpiece. There’s just one problem: Theo’s grandfather was a security 
guard at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and she worries the painting may be stolen. With the help of some 
unusual new friends, Theo’s search for answers takes her all around Manhattan and introduces her to a side of 
the city–and her grandfather–that she never knew. To solve the mystery, she’ll have to abandon her hard-won 
self-reliance and build a community, one serendipitous friendship at a time.

* HAISLN (Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network) recommended title for 2014-2015
† Series  



OPHELIA AND THE MARVELOUS BOY, Karen Foxlee ($16.99, hardcover)
A luminous retelling of The Snow Queen, this is the story of unlikely heroine Ophelia Jane Worthington-Whit-
tard who doesn’t believe in anything that can’t be proven by science. She and her sister Alice are still grieving for 
their mother when their father takes a job at a strange museum in a city where it always snows. On her first day 
in the museum, Ophelia discovers a boy locked away in a long forgotten room. He is a prisoner of Her Majesty 
the Snow Queen and he has been waiting for Ophelia’s help. 

*ESCAPE FROM MR. LEMONCELLO’S LIBRARY, 
Chris Grabenstein ($16.99, hardcover, $6.99 paperback avail. 6/24/14)

Think CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY meets THE WESTING GAME meets NIGHT 
AT THE MUSEUM. Kyle Keeley’s hero Luigi Lemoncello, the most notorious and creative gamemaker in the 
world, just so happens to be the genius behind the construction of the new town library. Kyle wins a coveted 
spot as one of twelve kids invited for an overnight sleepover in the game-riddled library hosted by Mr. Lemon-
cello. But when morning comes, the doors stay locked. Kyle and the other kids must solve every secret puzzle 
to find the hidden escape route!

*†26-STORY TREEHOUSE, Andy Griffiths ($13.99, hardcover)
Andy and Terry, introduced in THE 13-STORY TREEHOUSE, have expanded their incredible arboreal resi-
dence by adding several exciting features including a robot-controlled ice-cream parlor, a mud-fighting arena, 
an ATM (Automatic Tattoo Machine), and the Maze of Doom. Their publisher Mr. Bignose is demanding their 
next book, so the friends attempt to tell stories about how they met and how they first built their treehouse. 

†BLISS, Kathryn Littlewood ($7.99, paperback)
Rosemary Bliss’s family has a secret. It’s the Bliss Cookery Booke--an ancient, leather-bound volume of en-
chanted recipes like Singing Gingersnaps. Rose and her siblings are supposed to keep the Cookery Booke 
locked away while their parents are out of town, but then a mysterious stranger tempts them to experiment 
with the Cookery Booke’s magical recipes. The first in a trilogy. 

ROOFTOPPERS, Katherine Rundell ($16.99, hardcover; $7.99, paperback avail. 6/4/14)
When authorities threaten to take twelve-year-old Sophie away from Charles, who has been her guardian since 
she was one year old and survived a shipwreck, the pair goes to Paris to find Sophie’s mother. They are aided by 
her new friend Matteo and his band of “rooftoppers.” A fun and whimsical, girl-powered adventure about all 
the different ways we define family. 

†THE MYSTERIOUS BENEDICT SOCIETY, Trenton Stewart ($8.00, paperback)
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that requires them to 
go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. 
The first in a series of four books.

†ONE CRAZY SUMMER, Rita Williams-Garcia ($6.99, paperback)
In the summer of 1968, after travelling across the country to spend a month with the mother they barely 
know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they discover that their 
mother, a dedicated poet and printer, resents their intrusion and wants them to attend a nearby summer camp 
during the height of the Civil Rights Era. 

* HAISLN (Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network) recommended title for 2014-2015
† Series  



For readers age 10 and Up

*THE THING ABOUT LUCK, Cynthia Kadohata ($16.99, hardcover; $7.99, paperback avail 6/4/14)
Kouun means “good luck” in Japanese, and this year Summer’s family has none of it. Just when she thinks noth-
ing else can possibly go wrong, an emergency whisks her parents away to Japan—right before harvest season. 
Summer and her little brother Jaz are left in the care of their grandparents who come out of retirement to har-
vest wheat and help pay the bills. Winner of the 2013 National Book Award for Young People’s Literature.

*WHEN YOU REACH ME, Rebecca Stead ($6.99, paperback)
As her mother prepares to compete on the 1970s television game show The $20,000 Pyramid, a twelve-year-old 
New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes from an anonymous source that seems to 
defy the laws of time and space. Throw in a heaping dose of A WRINKLE IN TIME and you’ve got this fantas-
tic book from one of children’s literature’s best authors! Newbery Winner 2009

*SMILE, Raina Telgemeier ($10.99, paperback)
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she trips and falls, severely injur-
ing her two front teeth. A long and frustrating journey follows with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, embar-
rassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. A fantastic graphic novel that explores fitting in, 
body image, and the difficulty of living in your own skin.

*†THE GIRL WHO CIRCUMNAVIGATED FAIRYLAND IN A SHIP OF HER OWN MAKING, 
Catherynne Valente ($6.99, paperback)

Twelve-year-old September lives in Omaha and used to have an ordinary life, until her father went to war and 
her mother went to work. One day, September meets a Green Wind (taking the form of a gentleman in a green 
jacket) at her kitchen window who invites her on an adventure, implying that her help is needed in Fairyland. 
The first in a trilogy.

*†THE LAST DRAGONSLAYER, Jasper Fforde ($7.99, paperback)
Meet Jasper Fforde at Brazos in October! In his witty first novel for young readers, New York Times bestselling 
author Fforde introduces fifteen-year-old Jennifer Strange, who runs an agency for underemployed magicians 
in a world where magic is fading away. But when visions of the death of the world’s last dragon begin, all signs 
point to Jennifer and Big Magic. First in a series.

†SONG OF THE QUARKBEAST, Jasper Fforde ($16.99, hardcover)
Meet Jasper Fforde at Brazos in October! In an alternate United Kingdom where King Snodd tries to con-
trol the world by controlling magic, only sixteen-year-old Jennifer Strange, acting manager of an employment 
agency for sorcerers, stands between Snodd and his plans. Second in a series, the third book hits shelves in October. 

*COUNTING BY 7s, Holly Goldberg Sloan ($16.99, hardcover)
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds 
it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive 
parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life...until now. She must figure out how to con-
nect with other people and find a surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident.

* HAISLN (Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network) recommended title for 2014-2015
† Series  



†THE APOTHECARY, Maile Meloy ($7.99, paperback)
It’s 1952 and the Scott family has just moved from Los Angeles to London. Fourteen-year-old Janie soon meets 
a mysterious apothecary and his son Benjamin Burrows–a fascinating boy who’s not afraid to stand up to au-
thority and dreams of becoming a spy. When Benjamin’s father is kidnapped, Janie and Benjamin must uncover 
the secrets of the apothecary’s sacred book–the Pharmacopoeia–in order to find him, all while keeping it out of 
the hands of their enemies: Russian spies in possession of nuclear weapons. First in a series.

For readers age 12 and Up

THE IMPOSSIBLE KNIFE OF MEMORY, Laurie Halse Anderson ($18.99, hardcover)
The story of Hayley, a high school senior settling back into her hometown after years spent trucking with her 
dad, a veteran of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan who now suffers from PTSD and, consequently, a whole 
host of coping addictions. Hayley’s adult responsibilities at home are presented in the context of classic teenage 
concerns–the over-eager guidance counselor, the all-important SATs, and the unwritten rules of the cafeteria–
and realistically depict a girl who had to grow up too quickly.

THE HERE AND NOW, Ann Brashares ($18.99, hardcover)
Sixteen-year-old Prenna is a time immigrant who arrived in New York with a group from the future when she 
was twelve. The group must follow strict rules to avoid destroying the new life their society has worked so hard 
to get, as well as the one person Prenna is desperate to protect. Full of intrigue and propelled by end-of-the-
world-level stakes, a thrilling glimpse at our could-be near future by the bestselling author of THE SISTER-
HOOD OF THE TRAVELING PANTS. 

†MAZE RUNNER, James Dashner ($9.99, paperback)
Soon to be a movie! Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and realizes 
he must work with the community in which he finds himself in order to escape. Perfect for fans of THE HUN-
GER GAMES and DIVERGENT. First book in a series. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT FOREVER, Sarah Dessen ($9.99, paperback)
Macy is looking forward to a boring summer: she has a dull job at the library and will log many hours study-
ing for the SATs, while silently grieving for her recently deceased father. Everything changes when she meets 
the chaotic Wish Catering crew and starts really living life. You’ll fall in love with Macy’s crazy, lovable group of 
friend...and, of course, one very cute guy. A favorite from the queen of beach reads Sarah Dessen!

†DANGEROUS CREATURES, Kami Garcia and Margaret Stohl ($19.00, hardcover)
Meet the Authors at Brazos, May 21st at 7PM! From the world of BEAUTIFUL CREATURES, this is the 
first in bestselling authors Garcia and Stohl’s new series DANGEROUS CREATURES. A story of magic, ro-
mance, and suspense, Ridley and Link navigate New York City’s music scene and encounter danger for Casters, 
Sirens, and Mortals alike. First book in a series.

*†NAME OF THE STAR, Maureen Johnson ($9.99, paperback)
The day that Louisiana teenager Rory Deveaux arrives in London to start a new life at boarding school is also 
the day a series of brutal murders breaks out over the city, killings mimicking the horrific Jack the Ripper spree 
of more than a century ago. Soon “Rippermania” takes hold of modern-day London, and the police are left 
with few leads and no witnesses. Except one: Rory. The first book in a series.

* HAISLN (Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network) recommended title for 2014-2015
† Series  



*EVERY DAY, David Levithan ($9.99, paperback)
Every day a different body, every day a different life, every day in love with the same girl. There’s never any 
warning about where or who it will be. “A” has made peace with that, even established guidelines by which to 
live: never get too attached; avoid being noticed; do not interfere. It’s all fine until the morning “A” wakes up in 
the body of Justin and meets Justin’s girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by which “A” has been 
living no longer apply. Because finally there is someone “A” wants to be with–day in, day out, day after day. 

WE WERE LIARS, E. Lockhart ($17.99, hardcover)
This is the book everyone will be talking about this summer! Spending the summers on her family’s private is-
land off the coast of Massachusetts with her family and a special boy named Gat, teenaged Cadence struggles to 
remember an accident that happened during her fifteenth summer. No one in the family will talk about it, but 
Cadence still suffers migraines two years later. You’ll need someone to talk about this book with–good thing it’s 
the first pick for our YA summer book club! 

*†LEGEND, Marie Lu ($9.99, paperback)
In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-old Day, a famous crimi-
nal, and prodigy June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have a common enemy. The 
first in a trilogy.

*FAR FAR AWAY, Tom McNeal ($17.99, hardcover; $9.99, paperback avail 6/10/14)
Jeremy Johnson Johnson is haunted by none other than Jacob Grimm of the Brothers Grimm. Granted, Jacob 
doesn’t “haunt” Jeremy so much as he tutors him in hopes of getting him far, far away from his boring home-
town of NeverBetter. However, with such gifts come curses: the Finder of Occasions, a mysterious figure who 
intends Jeremy harm, has started kidnapping children, and nobody, not even a teen boy with a ghostly best 
friends, is safe. This super-suspenseful read was a finalist for this year’s National Book Award.

*†CINDER, Marissa Meyer ($9.99, paperback)
Humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of New Beijing. A deadly plague ravages the population. From 
space, a ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to make their move. No one knows that Earth’s fate hinges on one 
girl...Cinder, a gifted mechanic and cyborg. The first in a wildly popular trilogy! 

*FANGIRL, Rainbow Rowell ($18.99, hardcover)
Cath is a Simon Snow fan. Okay, the whole world is a Simon Snow fan, but for Cath, being a fan is her life--
and she’s really good at it. She and her twin sister Wren ensconced themselves in the Simon Snow series when 
they were just kids; it’s what got them through their mother leaving. Now that they’re going to college, Wren 
has told Cath she doesn’t want to be roommates, so Cath is on her own and completely outside of her comfort 
zone. The latest from the beloved author of ELEANOR AND PARK.

MILK OF BIRDS, Sylvia Whitman ($9.99, paperback)
When a nonprofit organization called Save the Girls pairs a fourteen-year-old Sudanese refugee with an Ameri-
can teenager from Richmond, Virginia, the pen pals teach each other compassion and share a bond that bridges 
two continents.

* HAISLN (Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network) recommended title for 2014-2015
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BOXERS & SAINTS, 
Gene Luen Yang (BOXERS: $18.99, paperback; SAINTS: $15.99, paperback; boxed set: $34.99, 2 paperbacks) 

In two volumes, BOXERS & SAINTS tells two parallel stories. The first is of Little Bao, a Chinese peasant boy 
whose village is plundered by Westerners claiming the role of missionaries. Little Bao, inspired by visions of the 
Chinese gods, joins a violent uprising against the Western interlopers. Against all odds, their grass-roots rebel-
lion is successful. But in the second volume, Yang lays out the opposite side of the conflict. A girl whose village 
has no place for her is taken in by Christian missionaries and finds, for the first time, a home with them. As the 
Boxer Rebellion gains momentum, Vibiana must decide whether to abandon her Christian friends or to com-
mit herself fully. 

For readers age 14 and Up

PAPER TOWNS, John Green ($9.99, paperback)
From the author of massive hit THE FAULT IN OUR STARS. When Margo Roth Spiegelman beckons to 
Quentin Jacobsen in the middle of the night--dressed like a ninja and plotting an ingenious campaign of re-
venge–he follows her. Margo’s always planned extravagantly, and, until now, she’s always planned solo. After a 
lifetime of loving Margo from afar, things are finally looking up for Quentin...until day breaks and she van-
ishes. Always an enigma, Margo has now become a mystery. But there are clues, and they’re just for Quentin. 

WILL GRAYSON, WILL GRAYSON, John Green and David Levithan ($9.99, paperback)
One cold night, in a most unlikely corner of Chicago, two teen boys–both named Will Grayson–are about to 
cross paths. As their worlds collide and intertwine, the Will Graysons find their lives going in new and unex-
pected directions. This book also features maybe the greatest high school musical every captured on the page. 

*†THE KNIFE OF NEVER LETTING GO, Patrick Ness ($9.99, paperback)
Todd Hewitt is the only boy in a town of men. Ever since the settlers were infected with the Noise germ, 
Todd can hear everything the men think, and they hear everything he thinks. Todd is just a month away from 
becoming a man, but in the midst of the cacophony, he knows that the town is hiding something from him–
something so awful Todd is forced to flee. With hostile men from the town in pursuit, Todd stumbles upon a 
strange and eerily silent creature: a girl. The first in a trilogy.

†DOROTHY MUST DIE, Danielle Paige ($17.99, hardcover)
“Sure, I’ve read the books. I’ve seen the movies. I know the song about the rainbow and the happy little blue 
birds. But I never expected Oz to look like this. My name is Amy Gumm–and I’m the other girl from Kansas. 
I’ve been recruited by the Revolutionary Order of the Wicked. I’ve been trained to fight and I have a mission: 
Remove the Tin Woodman’s heart. Steal the Scarecrow’s brain. Take the Lion’s courage. Then and only then–
Dorothy must die!”

*OUT OF THE EASY, Ruta Sepetys ($9.99, paperback)
It’s 1950, and as the French Quarter of New Orleans simmers with secrets, seventeen-year-old Josie Moraine 
silently stirs a pot of her own. Known among locals as the daughter of a prostitute, Josie wants more out of life 
than the Big Easy has to offer. She devises a plan to get out, but a mysterious death in the Quarter leaves Josie 
tangled in an investigation that will challenge her allegiance to her mother, her conscience, and Willie Woodley, 
the brusque madam of Conti Street. 

* HAISLN (Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network) recommended title for 2014-2015
† Series  



GRASSHOPPER JUNGLE, Andrew Smith ($18.99, hardcover)
On one level, this book is about sixteen-year-old Austin, who’s in love with both of his best friends, a fact that 
he finds very confusing. On another level, it’s about Austin’s love of historical recordkeeping and his chronicles 
of his family history and other goings-on in his small Iowa town. And on a THIRD level, it’s about a horde of 
six-foot-tall praying mantises that take over the aforementioned town and bring about mass destruction. It’s 
somehow even crazier than it sounds!

THE STRANGE AND BEAUTIFUL SORROWS OF AVA LAVENDER, Leslye Walton ($17.99, hardcover)
Foolish love appears to be the Roux family birthright, an ominous forecast for its most recent progeny, Ava 
Lavender. Ava is born with the wings of a bird. In a quest to understand her peculiar disposition and a grow-
ing desire to fit in with her peers, sixteen-year old Ava ventures into the wider world, ill-prepared for what she 
might discover and naive to the twisted motives of others. The family saga told with elements of magical real-
ism follows Ava’s quest to a devastating crescendo.

*CODE NAME VERITY, Elizabeth Wein ($9.99, paperback)
When “Verity” is arrested by the Gestapo after a plane crash, she’s sure she doesn’t stand a chance. As a secret 
agent captured in enemy territory, she’s living a spy’s worst nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a simple 
choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution. As she intricately weaves her confession, Verity uncovers 
her past, how she became friends with the pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie in the wrecked fuselage of 
their plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles for her life, confronting her views on courage, failure 
and her desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her secrets be enough to save her from the enemy? 

* HAISLN (Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network) recommended title for 2014-2015
† Series  


